A mixed hemagglutination test for binding of glycosylated cytochemical markers.
A sensitive hemagglutination test which uses simultaneously erythrocytes from two different species was developed to test the ability of glycosylated cytochemical markers to interact with membrane-bound lectins. The interaction between galactose-terminated glycoconjugates and Ricinus communis agglutinin 120 was chosen for exemplification. The lectin was covalently attached to the surface of sheep red blood cells, thus rendering them highly agglutinating for human erythrocytes. Small amounts of a large variety of terminal galactose-containing molecules inhibited the hemagglutination. The assay proved to be particularly useful for testing colloidal gold-adsorbed glycoconjugates of low protein concentration.